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Prospectus
This paper will discuss gender and gender social inequalities. Gender can be sometimes interchanged with sex but they actually refer to different aspects of what is meant to be a man or a woman in society. Sex refers to the differences in the anatomy and biology between males and females. Gender on the other hand refers to the cultural and social variations that society gives to people depending on their sex. The concept of gender roles refers to how societies expect people to behave and their attitudes in terms of whether they are men or women. The paper will discuss the major sociological concepts and theories related to gender and also link the relationship between these concepts and theories to life experiences. Questions that will be answered in this paper include how women are undermined in society, how sociological theories help to explain and predict the complications in sexuality and gender roles.
Gender and social gender inequality
Introduction
Sociology studies our social lives, social changes, and the social consequences of our behaviors. The sociological imagination is the ability of a person to be aware of the relationship between our daily routines and the society we live in. Gender is however defined as the cultural and social diversities that society defines people in terms of their sex. From this definition, gender can be termed as a social concept. Gender sociology, therefore, studies the impacts of society on our perceptions on the differences between what society considers being the appropriate behavior of men (masculinity) and what society considers as the right behavior for the women (femininity). Sociological theories help to explain human behavior, social structures, and social phenomena on gender (Blumberg &R. L, 1984). This paper aims at determining the relationship between gender and sociology.
Sociological concepts and theories associated with gender
Structural Functionalism
 In this theory, functionalists state that gender roles were introduced before the pre-colonial period whereby men assumed the role of being a breadwinner to the family and involved in activities outside the homestead such as hunting while women were involved in domestic roles around the home. The roles were functional since women were restricted by pregnancy and breastfeeding their young ones and therefore could not leave home for long hours. These roles were passed to future generations to serve as a means of keeping the functioning of the family.  During the Second World War, changes occurred in the social and economic aspects and also in the family structure. While men went to war, women had to assume the role of providing for the family as the breadwinner while still performing their domestic roles. The situation never changed even after men came back from war.
In the family where I come from each of the family members participate to make the family functional. Both the men and the women are involved in income-generating activities to provide for the basic needs of the family. Both of my parents go to work but it remains the responsibility of my mother to take care of the young sibling whereby she has to come back to the house at the lunch hour to breastfeed the kid and express some milk for him to take before she comes back. This life experience is related to the structural functionalism theory whereby members of the family perform their social roles and responsibilities to keep the family going.

Conflict theory
According to this theory, there is competition in the society about superiority by the social classes (men and women) who compete for insufficient resources in society (Collins et al. 1993). According to sociologists, men dominate society while women are viewed as subordinates. As per this theory, social problems may arise if the dominant class exploits the subordinate. The dominant group makes rules in the society whereas the subordinates lack the right to make choices. Women mostly depend on men to attain their wages. The conflict theory contemporarily proposes that when women begin to earn some wages, then they can gain some powers in the family although they still carry out their domestic roles.
An example of my life situation linked to the conflict theory is when my father was the only working person in the family. Everybody was dependent on his wages including our mother. This made him more superior than anybody else in the family. He was the only one who could make laws in the family and also plan for all the activities but when our mother began earning some wage, she started being involved in planning for family activities and she gained some respect. There also developed equality in the family.
Feminist theory
Feminist theory is a kind of conflict theory that studies gender inequality issues. It applies the conflict approach to study the continuity of gender responsibilities and roles (Baber & K. M, 2004).  Radical feminism examines the role of the family in maintaining male dominance.  In societies where men predominate, the contributions of the men are valued than those of the women but in the societies where women dominate, both women and men cooperate and work together regardless of if the job is feminine or not. In these patriarchal societies, the views of women are marginalized and are termed as invalid.
In our community, the women were mobilized to form empowerment groups whereby they will be able to educate each other about their own reproductive health to enable them to make the right decisions about their reproductive health. This came after they recognized their rights to make decisions were being neglected.
Symbolic Interactionism
The symbolic interactionism concept focuses on acknowledging human behavior by scrutinizing the role of symbols in human interaction. This is related to masculinity and femininity. Masculinity refers to what society considers as the appropriate behavior for men while femininity refers to what society considers as right behavior for women. According to this concept when people do tasks or acquire characteristics connected to their gender role, they are viewed to be dong gender. Therefore according to this theory gender is what we perform or do but not what we are. This means that sexuality and gender are socially constructed.
Symbolic interactionism is demonstrated in our society whereby I witnessed that women are a representative of weakness.  An example from my working place whereby the women were getting less payment compared to men because women were being viewed as weaker objects than men who are viewed as strong and superior to women.
Conclusion
 This paper has helped me to understand the sociological perspective of gender and its importance in our social lives.  I have noted how different genders are socially treated and the factors that can change such treatment. Different sociological concepts and theories define gender and gender inequalities. The structural functionalism theory helped to understand how roles are assigned according to gender in society and how the gender-based roles have changed with time. The conflict theory made it clear that men are the dominant group n the society while the women are the subordinates who are cannot rise above men but this can change if women start earning some wage. The feminist theory examined the gender-related inequalities while the symbolic interactionism theory helped to understand how symbols influence human behavior and human interaction. Some of these concepts and theories have changed some of the gender perceptions in society. For example, the structural-functionalism has promoted equality whereby women are free to go out and engage in income-generating activities to provide for basic needs just like the men do.
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